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Session 8 - Evangelism  

Evangelism is the heartbeat of God. It is the reason CMA exists. Our vision, changing the world, one 

heart at a time, is reflective of Jesus’ mission “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10, 

KJV). The English word evangelism simply means sharing the Good News. Read Jesus’ words when 

He visited the synagogue in His home town of Nazareth. 

“'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has appointed me to preach Good News to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the downtrodden will be freed from their 

oppressors, 
19 

and that the time of the Lord's favor has come." 
20 

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. Everyone in the synagogue stared at him intently.  

21 
Then he said, "This Scripture has come true today before your very eyes'” (Luke 4:18-21, NLT). 

To share the Good News was Jesus’ appointed task, as it is ours. Commonly we refer to evangelism 

as efforts meant to awaken or reawaken personal faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said it this way in Mark 

1:17, “Jesus called out to them, 'Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!' ” 

(NLT). As followers of Jesus, He is asking us to live a lifestyle of Evangelism that constantly touches 

those around us with the truth of His Gospel. 

Evangelism is at the very heart of the Christian faith and should be at the heart of each local part of 

the Body of Christ. By its basic definition, to be a Christian is to share the Good News with others. 

Some might think evangelism is a special activity to be delegated to experts who have special 

training. But sharing faith is a natural outflow of a changed life. There are as many different 

expressions of evangelism as there are members in the family of God: some like to distribute 

Gospel tracts, some preach on busy street corners, and some prefer conversing one-on-one. Each 

are valuable and appropriate methods for fulfilling Jesus’ command to us to be His “witnesses” 

(Acts 1:8, KJV). Evangelism is not about us doing something for God He can’t do or doesn’t want to 

have a part in. God is actually the first and primary evangelist and any authentic evangelism starts 

with the belief God is at work in the world. Christians are called to recognize what God is doing and 

to get alongside it. To invite God to come alongside our efforts is to get things out of order. Jesus 

provided a model for this idea when He said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 

20:21b, NLT). 

The Christian Motorcyclists Association is an evangelistic organization. Reaching the lost and 

hurting is why we exist. In ministry to motorcyclists, we employ a wide variety of methods. One of 

the most common, employed by many CMA members, is “servant evangelism.” We believe as 

Christians live their lives, they share their faith naturally and unconsciously. As they volunteer 

their time and energies to serve others, God uses them through their willingness to invite others to 

follow Jesus. Whether we realize it or not, everything we do is communicating something about our 

faith to those who are not yet Christians. 
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As we share the Good News of Jesus, it is important to remember a few thoughts. First, all of our 

efforts to evangelize must be genuine and honest. As we share with others, our lifestyle should 

back up what our words say. Those who are yet to know Christ have seen plenty of hypocritical do-

gooders who say one thing but do another. 

Second, we must always realize to share the Gospel with others we are going to have to take our 

message into other people’s territories. Jesus did not invite people to come to places where He felt 

safe and they felt threatened. He went to the beach, to the market, to the city streets; and He did not 

set up evangelistic events when He got there. He was simply there, sharing in the life of whatever 

was happening and listening. Effective evangelism has two components: speaking and listening. 

Many times the work in evangelism is slowly taking down the walls and creating a space for God to 

work in people’s lives. 

Third, the invitation to come to Jesus is simple. Jesus gave the simplest altar calls: “Follow me.” The 

only requirement was a willingness to be open to the Good News and to respond to its challenge 

whenever and wherever that might come. Our challenge is not to overcomplicate what it means to 

come to Jesus for salvation. 

Lastly, we must never depend on our own abilities in “winning” people to Christ. Jesus’ own 

ministry style exemplified weakness in action. At the heart of the Gospel story is the fact that in 

Jesus, God became a child. It is significant that God did not become a full-grown adult. Adults like to 

be in control of things, and they dislike being vulnerable. It is the Holy Spirit that convicts of sin and 

moves hearts to respond in repentance and to believe on Jesus as Savior. 

Biblical Basis for Evangelism 

Following the life of Jesus and examining closely His last commands to His disciples gives us the basis for our 

involvement in evangelism. Commonly called the “Great Commission” in Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus explicitly 

instructs us to go out and make disciples of people in all the world. This idea of spreading the Good News and taking 

the message of Jesus to the world around us is found throughout the New Testament. 

“'Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 
20 

Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age'” (Matthew 28:19-20, NLT). 

 “And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of 

reconciling people to him. 
19 

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins 

against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 
20 

So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making 

his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20, NLT).  

“When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, for I want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find 

common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save some” (1 Corinthians 9:22, NLT). 

“you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back will save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of 

many sins” (James 5:20, NLT). 

“Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to 

explain it” (1 Peter 3:15, NLT). 
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“Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. Show mercy to still others, but do so with great caution, 

hating the sins that contaminate their lives” (Jude 1:23, NLT). 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 reminds us we are making the appeal on Jesus’ behalf for men to come to salvation. We are 

His emissaries of life. We are the ambassadors of the new life. The Bible encourages us to “bring others to Christ,” 

“save sinners from death,” “explain our hope,” and “rescue others by snatching them from the flames” – all accurate 

descriptions of the work of evangelism (1 Corinthians 9:22; James 5:20; 1 Peter 3:15; Jude 1:23). The scriptures 

emphatically tell us that “going” and “making disciples” is the work of the Body of Christ in the world today. 

Why should a chapter be involved in evangelism? 

Chapters exist to share the Good News with others, specifically those in the motorcycling community. We occupy a 

unique place in our communities. The sphere of influence and acquaintances we have as bikers is different than that 

of most local churches. We have access to motorcyclists like no one else does. What will we do with this 

opportunity? Who will share the truth about the love and forgiveness of Christ with this culture group if we don’t? 

Our chapters should be involved in evangelism because it is the order of Jesus Christ, the Head of our body. 

Specifically, evangelism in the motorcycling world is our special function, the reason we were designed. We should 

share our faith out of our great love for God and for those around us. Also, we should be involved in spreading the 

Gospel because of the great rescue we have experienced in our own lives. We have something to share with others, 

not because we are so very different from them, but because we are no different. Our concerns and struggles are the 

same as everyone else’s; the difference is that in the midst of our struggles Jesus is always present. Understanding 

this and taking it as a model for evangelism, is really sharing the Good News to people who have not yet believed in 

Jesus. 

Practical suggestions for evangelism in the local chapter. 

CMA was established on the idea of taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the motorcycling world by going to 

secular motorcycling events. It is important we never forsake presence and service at motorcycling events. We must 

not only be in attendance, but must be present with a willing heart to serve and love people. 

Although it takes much resource, it is important to invest time and effort into building positive relationships in the 

motorcycling culture in your community. Riding clubs around your chapter should know you and know they are 

loved and valued by your chapter. A good reputation with local motorcyclists will strengthen your witness and will 

open up many doors for ministry. 

Most important, we must always keep in mind we should be totally dependent on the Holy Spirit in all of our 

evangelistic efforts. We need to work on our sensitivity to His leading and guidance. As we listen closely to the voice 

of the Holy Spirit, we begin to see what God has truly designed us for, simply just a tool to be used in His hand. 
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For Further Study: 

Here are some additional thoughts from the Scriptures on Evangelism 

• Stay close to God, keeping yourself ready to share with others (1 Peter 3:15). 

• Be Real. Our Christianity must make people hungry and thirsty for reality. Live in such a way that our faith 

would be desirable for non-believers (1 Corinthians 9:22). 

• Discernment and wisdom are needed for evangelism (Matthew 10:16). Enthusiasm without wisdom can be 

reckless. 

• Love and serve, don’t judge. 1 Peter 3:15 speaks about the hope that we have, not the rules we obey 

(Proverbs 10:12; 15:1). 

• Be bold, not arrogant (Acts 1:8, Acts 4:13,14; Romans 1:16a).  

The end goal of evangelism in the ministry of CMA is to win motorcyclists, their families, and friends to Christ. 

Relationships will open the door to motorcyclists. Many times, people will be open to the messenger, but not be 

ready for the message at first. Don’t rush, take time to get to know the person. 

In purposing to reach out to motorcyclists, CMA has strategically targeted an area of spiritual darkness. Christ’s 

intent was for the people and organizations that bear His name to be primarily known not for their teachings or 

programs, but for their love. Love needs to be a driving force that compels us to move with God. When we move 

with love, our light shines brightly.


